
Students participated in two interactive shows designed to 
bring scientific concepts to life in an engaging and accessible 
way.  Thank you to Mr Druce for organising the event and to 
Miss Marley and supporting staff for their contributions on 
the day. 
 
Next week’s Word of the Week is justify (verb): to give, or to 
be a good reason for.  Please continue to support your child 
in using this word in context over the bank holiday weekend 
to help reinforce their learning.  
 
Well done to all students who have completed GCSE 
practical examinations in Greek, Polish, Spanish, 
Performing Arts and Music this week.  Good luck to all 
students taking upcoming GCSE examinations in Health & 
Social Care (Tuesday am), Citizenship (Thursday pm) and 
Sociology (Friday am).  
 
A gentle reminder that we would be very grateful for any 
donations of clean, good-condition school uniform.  Items 
can be dropped off at the Admin Office or handed in at 
Reception.  
 
Finally, I hope you all enjoy the bank holiday weekend and 
we look forward to welcoming students back to school on 
Tuesday.  
 
Mrs Airoll 
Headteacher 
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Message from the Headteacher 
 
This week’s Professional Learning Journey for teaching staff 
focused on Questioning for Challenge.  The session 
explored how effective questioning can be used to deepen 
understanding, promote extended student responses, and 
increase the level of cognitive demand in lessons.  Staff 
considered strategies for improving both the quality and 
consistency of questioning across subjects.  
 
There was a slight change to our student assemblies this 
week. From Tuesday to Friday, our House Leaders — Miss 
Gingell (Dragon), Mr Winyard (Pegasus), Miss Clark 
(Phoenix) and Miss James (Griffin) — led assemblies with 
their respective house communities of students and 
staff.  These assemblies focused on strengthening house 
identity, reinforcing key school values, promoting extra-
curricular opportunities and celebrating student 
participation and achievements within each house.  
 
I had the pleasure of attending the Jack Petchey Speak Out 
Regional Final at The King Edmund School on Tuesday 
evening, along with a number of colleagues.  Lilian (Year 
10) represented the school, delivering a confident and well-
structured speech on equality for women.  In a strong 
competition, she achieved 3rd place overall.  This is a 
fantastic achievement and reflects her commitment and 
courage in public speaking.  Well done to Lilian.  
 
On Tuesday, we also welcomed a range of local employers 
and organisations into school for our Year 10 Careers 
Carousel, held during the first three periods of the 
day.  Students rotated through a series of sessions, gaining 
insight into different industries, career pathways, and 
skills required in the workplace.  We are extremely grateful 
to all visitors for their time and ongoing support, which 
provides our students with valuable real-world context.  
 
On Wednesday, students in 9B took part in The Big Idea 
Workshop in collaboration with Dell Technologies.  The 
workshop focused on developing technical vocabulary, 
critical thinking, and an understanding of social 
enterprise.  Students worked collaboratively to explore 
how businesses can address real-world problems, helping 
to raise aspirations and develop transferable skills that link 
directly to future education and employment opportunities. 
 
We were also very pleased to host a Year 8 STEM 
enrichment event delivered by Science Made Simple, 
supported by the Jack Petchey Foundation.   
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Key Dates 
 
 

04 May Bank Holiday 

12 May Jack Petchey Awards Evening 
Palace Theatre -  6.30pm  

14 May Year 10 Parents’ Information 
Evening 
6.00pm -  7.00pm 

22 May Year 9 Imperial War Museum trip 

22 May Last day of term 

25 May – 29 May Half Term holiday 

1 June Students return to school 

 

Work Experience Placements 
 

Are you able to help us by providing a work experience 
placement from 6-10 July 2026? 
 

We still have a handful of fantastic students who are 
eagerly looking for work experience placements in retail or 
hospitality – and we’d love your support in helping them 
take this important first step into the working world. 
 

A short placement can make a huge difference in building 
their confidence, skills, and future aspirations. 
 

If you run (or know someone who runs) a shop, café, 
restaurant, hotel, or any customer-facing business, and 
could offer even a few days of experience, we would be 
incredibly grateful. By saying yes, you’re not just offering 
experience – you’re helping shape a young person’s future. 
 

If you’re able to help, or would like more information, 
please get in touch with us directly via message or email 
careers@southchurchschool.com  

 

 

 

Jack Petchey Speak Out Challenge 
 

We were thrilled to attend the Southend and Rochford 

Regional Final of the Jack Petchey Speak Out Challenge 

2026, where Lillian in Year 10 was representing Southchurch 

High School with her fantastic speech, ‘A Woman’s 

Clothing’.  
 

Lillian spoke eloquently, clearly and with great passion and 

was awarded third place in the competition. This is such an 

amazing achievement and we are immensely proud of her. 

Well done Lillian!  
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Year 7 English 
 

This week, 7F have been learning about Shakespeare’s A 

Midsummer Night’s Dream in English.  
 

Today they gave some fantastic performances as we acted 

out Act 1, Scene 1.  
 

Well done 7F! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEND News  
 

One of the most important things for our students to 

be able to learn in the classroom is for them to have 

positive behaviours for learning. These help our 

students to access learning in both the classroom 

and at home.  
 

In order to consolidate learning we ask our students 
to c omplete homework and revision at home. Here 
are some ways that may encourage positive learning 
behaviours at home.  
 

The first way to encourage these positive behaviours 
at home is by helping your child to establish a daily 
routine for things such as homework or revision. 
Having this structure can help to improve focus and 
attention.  
 

Setting clear expectations can help to promote the 
positive learning behaviours that your child needs to 
succeed, as well as encouraging them to take 
ownership of their learn ing.  
 

Where possible, try to designate a quiet space for 
your child to study that is away from distractions 
which allows them to fully focus on their school work.  
 

Finally, make sure you celebrate your child’s 
successes both in school and outside of school so 
that they are motivated to continue with these 
positive learning behaviours.  
 

 

 

Year 10 Careers Carousel 
 

On Tuesday, our Year 10 students had the opportunity 

today to take part in a Careers Carousel, meeting a range of 

employers, an FE college, and universities.  
 

Students rotated between sessions to hear first-hand about 

different career and study pathways, helping to broaden 

horizons and spark ideas about their futures.  
 

A fantastic opportunity to connect learning with life beyond 

school! We are so grateful to all of our partners and visitors 

for giving up their time to speak with our students.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vending Machine 
 

Our new healthier choice vending machine is proving 

popular!  
 

Please bring in change if you would like to use this, prices 

are 60 - 80p. As always, fresh fruit is available from our 

canteen. 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 8 STEM Event 
 

Year 8 pupils recently took part in an exciting STEM event 
led by David Price from Science Made Simple. The session 
brought science and engineering to life through two 
engaging and interactive shows. 
 

The first show explored the electromagnetic (EM) 
spectrum, helping students understand everything from 
radio waves to gamma rays. Through demonstrations and 
clear explanations, pupils were able to see how different 
types of radiation are used in everyday life, making what 
can often be an abstract topic both accessible and 
memorable. 
 

The second show, A Rough Guide to Engineering, 
introduced students to the world of engineering, 
highlighting how creativity and problem-solving are at the 
heart of the field. Pupils were encouraged to think like 
engineers, considering how designs are developed and how 
challenges are overcome in real-world situations. 
 

Both shows were extremely well received by Year 8, who 
participated enthusiastically throughout. Their behaviour 
was exemplary, and they represented the school with 
pride. The event not only reinforced key scientific concepts 
but also inspired many students to think more deeply about 
future careers in STEM.  
 

M. Druce Key Stage 3 Science Lead 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

  



Kooth is an NHS approved online self-help service which 

offers free, confidential online counselling service for young 

people in Essex.  
 

You will need to make an account online and/or download 

the App to access it. There are other activities on Kooth 

which you can join in, it isnt just counselling.  
 

Take a look at their 2 minute video which will explain what 

Kooth has to offer: https://www.kooth.com/video 
 

Students who have used this service have said it has been 

helpful. 
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