
Mr Patten also takes on a new responsibility as Student 
Leadership Leader kindly assisting Mr Naidoo.  Congratulations 
to each and every one of them and we, as a school community, 
eagerly anticipate the roll out of their ideas to their respective 
houses and Student Leadership Team. 
 
On Monday our ‘My Child at School’ app goes live.  Thank you 
to all those parents/carers who have already signed up.  
However, there are still a large number who have yet to do so 
and we shall be sending daily reminders next week in an effort 
to encourage sign up.  Please remember that, moving forward, 
this is the primary method of communication from the school 
to parents/carers.  Paper copies of all letters will be available 
to collect from the school Reception, if required, but will not 
be routinely sent out. 
 
Finally, congratulations to our Year 7 students who have had 
an excellent week of attendance.  You may have seen from the 
recent Facebook post that I addressed the year group 
following their second break on Tuesday to congratulate them 
all on achieving a truly amazing 98.76%; only two Year 7 
students were absent of the year group of 161.  If you have 
yet to see their wonderful reaction, please do look at the post. 
 
Mrs Airoll 
Headteacher 
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Issue number: 1 
Message from the Headteacher 

 
Year 11s started their week with a ‘walking talking’ mock 
examinations for English Literature.  Much support is 
being put in place in order to provide the students with 
the best possible outcomes for their forthcoming GCSEs 
such as intervention sessions.  Please encourage your 
child to attend. 
 
This week’s Professional Learning Journey focus for 
teaching staff was questioning and wait time to allow 
students the opportunity to formulate their answers to a 
question they have been given and random questioning 
to allow students to be able to engage further. 
 
Ahead of our Year 9 students selecting their option 
choices for their GCSEs, Ms Smith, Careers Leader, very 
kindly organised workshops which took place on Tuesday 
and Wednesday.  Students accessed the Unifrog platform 
to research careers and to also learn more about Labour 
Market Information such as different careers; their entry 
routes; availability of jobs; salaries paid; skills and 
qualifications needed. 
 
This week’s word of the week was ‘balance’: adjective 
‘taking everything into account: fairly judged or 
presented’.  ClassChart points are awarded to students for 
correct usage of the word of the week enabling them to 
build up points to purchase items in the ClassCharts shop.  
We are also running an end of term reward for the most 
points received by each year group.  Next week’s word of 
the week will be ‘circumstance’: noun ‘a fact or event that 
makes a situation the way it is’.  Please do encourage your 
child to practice using ‘circumstance’ during 
conversations over the weekend! 
 
Yesterday afternoon we hosted the Year 10 Parents’ 
Evening from 4.00 to 7.00 pm.  A huge thank you to all 
those parents/carers who were able to support their child 
in meeting with their teachers to discuss their recent 
assessment results; looking at areas of development and 
to celebrate their areas of strength.   
 
As you will be aware all students and staff at the school 
belong to a house: Griffin, Phoenix, Dragon and Pegasus.  
Following interviews this week, I am delighted to inform 
you that we now have Head of Houses.  The new Head of 
Houses are: Miss James (Griffin), Miss Clark (Phoenix), 
Miss Gingell (Dragon) and Mr Winyard (Pegasus).  

The Southchurch Way 

 
Issue number: 17 

Key Dates 
 
 

10 Feb Year 9 Parents Evening, 4-7pm 

11 Feb School Musical, 6:30pm 

12 Feb School Musical, 6:30pm 

13 Feb Feel Good Friday/Last day of term 

  
 



House points 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bus route update 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 
 

Year 8 basketball team: They won their first game 

this year against Cecil Jones, 45-40. The boys played 

really well and were a credit to the school! 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Useful helpline details  

Childline 0800 1111  
https://www.childline.org.uk/get-support/ 
Samaritans 116 123  
https://www.samaritans.org/ 

Young Minds  
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/young-person/find-

help/i-need-urgent-help/  

Shout Text YM to 85258 

  

        

          

 

 

  

 

  

Our Daily Action – 23rd January 2026. Download the 
whole calendar at www.actionforhappiness.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.childline.org.uk/get-support/
https://www.samaritans.org/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/young-person/find-help/i-need-urgent-help/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/young-person/find-help/i-need-urgent-help/


Health and fitness 

 

 

 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Careers 

 

 

 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


