


What is Science at GCSE?

“Why do I need to do science?”

Science at GCSE level aims to develop students knowledge 
and understanding of scientific theories, but also their ability 
to apply that knowledge, analyse and evaluate information, 
in practical and everyday scenarios.

It gives students good life skills, regardless of the career path 
they follow.



Key Points

 Science GCSE grades are awarded on a 9–1 scale, with 9 being the 
highest grade awarded and 1 being the lowest grade awarded. This 
numerical grade is what you will see when students are given their 
results on results day.

 There is no coursework unit in the Science GCSEs

 Practical work is still a very important part of the course though, not 
only to consolidate learning, but also to develop skills in planning, 
analysing and evaluating. 

 These practical skills will be assessed as part of the written 
examinations at the end of the course.



Content

There are two different pathways for Science at Southchurch High:

 The majority of students will sit Combined Science papers. This covers the 
full national curriculum, including all of the traditional topics in biology, 
chemistry and physics and counts as two GCSEs.

 Some students have opted to do single sciences (a.k.a. triple science) and 
will have extra lessons after school to cover the additional content required 
triple science. This counts as three GCSE grades



The Exams

 The final grades for each subject will be assessed through exam only.

 Students will be able to enter at a higher tier (grades 9-4) or a foundation 
tier (grades 5-1).

 For the Combined Science, students will sit six exam papers (two for each 
subject; physics, chemistry and biology). Exams are out of 70 marks and 
last 75 minutes each.

 For the single sciences, students will also sit six, slightly longer exams (two 
for each subject). Exams are out of 100 marks and last 105 minutes. 



Grading

 For the single sciences, Physics, Chemistry and Biology you will now be 
graded from 9 to 1 instead of A* to G. 

 Grade 9 will be reserved for only the very highest achievers (like an A**)

 For Combined Science you will receive a double grade e.g. 5-5, 5-4

 A good pass is now grade 5 or above. 

 So what grade do you need in science?
 Grade 4 to pass (and count towards your 5x A* - C grades)

 Grade 5 for a good pass (lots of college course require 5x 5s)

 Grade 6 to study A-level sciences

 Grade 7 to study A-level science at a grammar school



How Can Parents Support?

 It may feel overwhelming now that GCSEs are getting harder, 
especially if science ‘isn’t your subject’. How do you support your 
child? 

 Don’t give up! The Campaign for Learning found that parental 
involvement in a child’s education can mean the difference between 
an 8 and a 9. 

 Although your child may feel overwhelmed, over worked or 
demotivated at times, please try to stay positive. Try not to criticise, 
acknowledge their feelings and work towards a sensible solution 
together.



 Work/Life balance. Agree a schedule that provides a balance between work 
and social life and stick to it.

 Be flexible. If a special occasion arises, agree on another time to make up 
the work.

 Be positive. Recognise their successes and celebrate them. Use the 80/20 
rule, if your child is sticking to the plan 80% of the time, they will be fine, 
try not to be too militant.

 Show Interest. You may have hated science at school, but if you can show 
an interest, maybe even learn something new with your child, your positive 
attitude will help them to enjoy their learning and hopefully motivate them 
to want to learn more.

How Can Parents Support?



Microsoft Teams



Kerboodle



Kerboodle textbook



Revision guides

We have already 
ordered these for 
every student in 

year 11 to use

These are great 
for using to 
make flash 

cards



Textbook loans

Aimed at the 
triple science 
students



Specifications

Print off

Store in your folder

Highlight sections 
you don’t yet know



Knowledge organisers

Print these off in colour

Store in your folder

Use to make flash cards



Science revision folder
I have asked all year 11 students to acquire a Lever arch folder just for science

Divide this folder into 6 sections:
• Biology paper 1
• Biology paper 2
• Chemistry paper 1
• Chemistry paper 2
• Physics paper 1
• Physics paper 2

In each section goes your knowledge organisers, specifications, mocks, other past 
papers and anything else relevant to that paper

Use this folder to make sure that you revise the right content for the paper you are 
sitting!



Resources

 Lessons - BE IN CLASS EVERY LESSON, YOUR TEACHER IS YOUR  
BEST RESOURCE

 Revision guides – MUST BE AQA 9-1 SCIENCE

 Textbooks – Kerboodle. Loan a paper copy.

 Intervention – Triple science already running, science intervention 
starts soon



Thank you for listening

Any questions?


