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What you should have in front of you:

▪ A copy of the exam paper

▪ An answer booklet / lined paper

▪ A pen

▪ Highlighter pen



Overview

• This paper is GCSE Film Studies Component 1.

• It lasts for ONE hour and THIRTY minutes. 

• The paper is made up of 3 sections.

• Section A: US FILM Comparative Study (50 marks) 60 mins
• Section B: Key developments in film and film technology (5 marks) 5 mins
• Section C: US Independent film (15 marks) 25 mins

The paper is testing:
• Your ability to compare two historical Hollywood films 
• Your ability to answer questions on film technology from the timeline within 

the specification
• Your understanding of US independent film in relation to the specialist writing 

you have studied



We will be looking at the Component 1 

paper available here:

http://pastpapers.download.wjec.co.uk/s19-5670-01.pdf

http://pastpapers.download.wjec.co.uk/s19-5670-01.pdf


What should I do first?

Read the instructions on the front of the Exam Paper



Section A: 
US Film Comparative Study 



Assessment Objectives 

Underline key 
words and 
short phrases 
to support  
points

The questions in this section test AO1 and AO2

AO1 tests your ability to demonstrate knowledge and 
understanding from the films in relation to the key word in 
the question

AO2 tests your ability to APPLY this knowledge using more 
detailed examples from the film, including sequence analysis



Read the instructions in Section A

Locate and highlight the comparison you have studied.



Read question 1

The questions here are stepped which means they relate to 
the same topic area and grow in points as you progress 
through them



Read question 1

These questions should be answered on the film you have 
studied from Group 1. 



Question 1a

This question is worth one mark.
Choose an example that will allow you to develop your 
answer in 1b. You need no extra detail other than one 
costume example and your chosen film.



Question 1a: Mark Scheme



Question 1b

This question requires you to develop your example from Q1a. 
It asks you what the costume TELLS US about the character. 



Question 1b: Mark Scheme



Question 1b: Mark Scheme



Question 1c

On the higher tariff questions, it may help to highlight key 
words from the question

TIPS

• It is important here to choose a key sequence where 
you have lots of detail that you can write about. 

• Be sure to stay focused on the element of mise en
scene.

• Try not to talk about the film descriptively or tell the 
story/plot. The question is looking for a SEQUENCE 
ANALYSIS

Explore how mise en scene is used in one sequence from your 
chosen film.



Question 1c: Mark Scheme 

Explore how mise en scene is used in one sequence from your 
chosen film.

The mark scheme gives examples of what you 

might explore in your sequence analysis: 



Question 1c: Mark Scheme

Explore how mise en scene is used in one sequence from your 
chosen film.



You may now wish to complete Section A Q1a, b & c:

You have 15 minutes.



Read question 2

Just like Q1, The questions here are stepped which means 
they relate to the same topic area and grow in points as you 
progress through them



Read question 2

These questions should be answered on the film you have 
studied from Group 2.



Question 2a

This question is worth two marks.
Choose an example that will allow you to develop your 
answer in 2b. 

The term character TYPE expects you to go beyond just 
naming a character from your film.



Question 2a: Mark Scheme



Question 2b

This question requires you to develop your example from Q2a. 
It asks you what to OUTLINE the ROLE of this character type 
within the film.



Question 2b: Mark Scheme

You may consider:



Question 2b: Mark Scheme



Question 2c

On the higher tariff questions, it may help to highlight key 
words from the question

TIPS

• It is important here to choose a key sequence where 
you have lots of detail that you can write about. 

• Be sure to stay focused on the element of genre 
conventions.

• Try not to talk about the film descriptively or tell the 
story/plot. The question is looking for a SEQUENCE 
ANALYSIS

Explore how genre conventions are used in one sequence from 
your chosen film.



Question 2c: Mark Scheme 

The mark scheme gives examples of what you 

might explore in your sequence analysis: 

Explore how genre conventions are used in one sequence from 
your chosen film.



Question 2c: Mark Scheme



You may now wish to complete Section A Q2a, b & c:

You have 15 minutes.



Read question 3



Read question 3

These questions should be answered on BOTH of the films 
you have studied in a COMPARATIVE essay.



Question 3

This question is worth 20 marks and tests your ability to compare your two films.

• AO1 Demonstrate knowledge (10 marks) – you can do this by referring to the films, 
concepts and contexts you have studied which are relevant to the question. Use the 
key words in the question to figure our which elements/concepts/contexts of film you 
should demonstrate knowledge of.

• AO2 Apply knowledge to compare films (10 marks) – you should apply the knowledge 
you are demonstrating in a way that COMPARES the two films you have studied. You 
should be comparing your films the whole way through your response. This can be 
done by writing a paragraph on one film then connecting to your next film with words 
such as ‘whereas’, ‘however’, ‘similarly’, ‘this is different in X’, ‘in contrast’, 
‘comparatively’, ‘likewise’.



Tips

Top Tips
Highlight key words in the question and focus your response on these 
areas
Try to compare your films throughout
Make 3-5 key comparisons
Use detailed evidence including sequence analysis from your films to 
support each point in your argument
Use appropriate film language and terminology throughout
Use your introductory paragraph and words from the question to help 
conclude.
You can focus on one or more contexts 

Compare the contexts of your chosen films [20]



Question 3: Mark Scheme – Contexts 



You may now wish to complete Section A Q3:

You have 20 minutes.



Section B: 
Key Developments in Film & 
Film Technology

The Appendix for Section B can be found on p.31 of the 
specification



Question 4

These questions require fact based knowledge based on the 
Appendix within the Specification (p.31)

This section is worth 5 marks.



You may now wish to complete Section B Q4:

You have 5 minutes.



Section B, Q4, Answers



Section C: 
US Independent Film

The Specialist Writing Pack for this section can be found 
here:

https://resources.eduqas.co.uk/Pages/ResourceSingle.aspx
?rIid=990



Question 5



Question 5

This question asks you HOW FAR YOU AGREE with 
the specialist film writing you have studied.

It requires you to have a stance – do you agree or 
not? You may agree with some points but not others.

Find 1-3 sequences to support your argument. These 
may illustrate your agreement with the specialist 
writing or an alternative way of looking at the film.



Planning

• It might help you to plan your response to this question.

• That will enable you to decide whether you have more points for 

agree or disagree.

• The plan below shows more points for the ‘disagree’ argument

HURT LOCKER IS WAR PROPAGANDA -
AGREE

HURT LOCKER IS WAR PROPAGANDA -
DISAGREE

Use of heroic male character played by 
sexy male star Jeremy Renner

Sequence - bomb disposal where soldier 
dies – does not glamourize events of war

Sequence – closing – Main character is 
unhappy and cannot adjust to normal 
daily life



Question 5: Mark Scheme 

The mark scheme gives examples of what a 

response to this question might look like: 



How do I start?

The opening to a question like this needs to set out your stall:

Example Opening

SET OUT YOUR STALL or where you stand in the debate using key 
phrases from the question.

INTRODUCE THE WRITING and THE FILM YOU HAVE STUDIED

Whilst I agree with some points in Tara McKelvey’s article ‘The 
American Prospect’ article, there is more evidence to suggest 
that The Hurt Locker does not glamourise war.



Question 5: Mark Scheme & 

Assessment Objectives



You may now wish to complete Section C Q5:

You have 15 minutes.



Useful Links

Component 1 Exam Paper June 2019

http://pastpapers.download.wjec.co.uk/s19-5670-01.pdf

Component 1 Mark Scheme June 2019

http://pastpapers.download.wjec.co.uk/s19-C670U10-
1%20EDUQAS%20GCSE%20Film%20Studies%20-
%20Comp%201%20MS%20S19.pdf

Specialist Writing Extract Pack (to be used with Section C)

https://resources.eduqas.co.uk/Pages/ResourceSingle.aspx?rIid=99
0

Sample student responses:
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