
A Christmas Carol Revision Task 5: Motifs and Symbols 

Define: Motif (Do so the first time with a dictionary definition, and the second time in 

your own words). 

Define: Symbol (Do so the first time with a dictionary definition, and the second time in 

your own words). 

 

In the boxes below, analyse Dickens’s choice of motifs/symbols. Explain what they 

represent, then select a quote and analyse the effect of the quote on your understanding of 

why Dickens chose this theme or motif. 

Motif/Symbol Food Chains 
Ignorance and 

Want 

Surface level: 

What does the 

motif represent? 

 

 

 

   

Quotation and 
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