English Literature and Language: What to Revise
Literature
Love and Relationships Poetry:
Revise all fifteen poems. You will be expected to compare tow poems in the exam and you will only
get a copy of the poem stated in the question:
 Lord Byron, ‘When We Two Parted’
 Percy Bysshe Shelley, ‘Love’s Philosophy’
 Robert Browning, ‘Porphyria’s Lover’
 Elizabeth Barrett Browning, ‘Sonnet 29 – I think of thee!’
 Thomas Hardy, ‘Neutral Tones’
 Maura Dooley, ‘Letters from Yorkshire’
 Charlotte Mew, ‘The Farmer’s Bride’
 Cecil Day-Lewis, ‘Walking Away’
 Charles Causley, ‘Eden Rock’
 Seamus Heaney, ‘Follower’
 Simon Armitage, ‘Mother, any distance’
 Carol Ann Duffy, ‘Before You Were Mine’
 Owen Sheers, ‘Winter Swans’
 Daljit Nagra, ‘Singh Song!’
 Andrew Waterhouse, ‘Climbing My Grandfather’
DNA by Dennis Kelly
Revise all the characters:
 Jan and Mark
 Cathy
 Phil
 Leah
 Richard
 John Tate
 Brian
 Adam
 Lou
 Danny
 Richard
Revise the following key themes and Kelly’s messages and ideas:
 Bullying and peer-pressure
 Leadership
 Responsibility
 Morality
 Teenagers
 Gangs
 Stereotypes

Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare
Revise the following characters:
 Romeo
 Juliet
 Mercutio
 Tybalt
 Benvolio
 Nurse
 Friar Lawrence
 Paris
 Prince
 Lord and Lady Capulet
 Lord and Lady Montague
 Abraham, Balthasar, Gregory and Sampson (Act I, scene i)
Also revise the key passages that you studied in class. Focus on the following key themes:
 Family
 Marriage and the role of women
 Conflict
 Honour
 Love
 Fate
 Religion

A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens
Revise the following characters:
 Ebenezer Scrooge
 Jacob Marley
 Fred
 The Ghosts
 The Cratchit Family
 Characters from Scrooge’s past, present and future (e.g. the charity collectors, Belle, Fan etc.)
Also revise the key passages that you studied in class. Focus on the following key themes:
 The spirit of Christmas
 Redemption
 Poverty (Malthus and the 1834 Poor Law)
 Social responsibility
 Family
 Charity and education in the Victorian era

Language
Revise both exam papers by looking over the practise papers that you have completed in class and by
practising the papers on the school website.
Furthermore, use the revision cards below as guidance on how to answer each question:







The question will ask you to select four pieces of
information from the text.
Read the question and identify what information you are
being asked to identify and from what part of the text.
Reread this section of the text.
Highlight four pieces of information that answer the
question.
Write your answer.








The question will ask you to analyse language used by the writer.
Read the question and identify what the writer wants you to focus
on (e.g. the effect of the weather).
Reread the section of text in the question. Focus on the
words/phrases and sentence structures used by the writer.
Highlight three pieces of language that answer the question.
Identify a language technique within each quotation (e.g. metaphor,
simile, adverb, verb, short sentence or complex sentence).
Write your answer using the quotations you have selected.
Remember to discuss the effect of the language:
 What is the writer suggesting?
 What does the writer want the reader to think?









The question will ask you to analyse the structure of the text.
Structure refers to the order of ideas and events in the text.
Reread the whole passage. Identify the following:
How the passage begins; where and when the writer changes focus,
introduces new information or something new happens; and how
the passage ends.
Highlight a quotation from each section of the text. Next to each
quotation make notes on what the writer is doing and why are they
doing this (in other words, what do they want the reader to think or
feel).
Write your answer using the quotations you have selected.
Remember to explain what the writer is doing throughout the text
and why they are doing this.







The question will ask you to evaluate a statement about the text.
You need to express your point of view, either: completely agree
with the statement or partially agree with the statement.
Reread section of text stated in the question. Identify four
quotations that answer the question. Identify a language technique
within each quotation (e.g. metaphor, simile, adverb, verb, short
sentence or complex sentence).
Write your response. Begin by stating if you completely agree or
partially agree with the statement. Then write a paragraph about
each quotation that you have selected. Remember to explain how
the language used by the writer supports your point of view.








This question is creative writing. You will be given a choice between
writing a story or description. YOU MUST COMPLETE THE
DESCRIPTION TASK! It is easier to get marks on the description than
the story.
Look at the image provided: circle five different things that you can
see. Add several other things that are not image but can be linked.
From these circles, make notes on what you can: see, hear, smell,
feel and taste. Also, try to use language techniques in your notes
(e.g. metaphor, simile, alliteration, personification,
onomatopoeia .etc.).
Begin writing your response. Write a paragraph about each idea you
have circled or added. Use a range of techniques in your work and
try to create a particular atmosphere.







The question will ask you to select four true statements
from a list.
Read the question and identify where in the text it
asking you to look.
Reread this section of text and select the four true
statements.
Read the statements carefully as some may be written in
such a way that they trick you.








The question will ask you to write a summary about the two texts.
Read the question and identify what it is asking you to focus on.
Skim read both sources and identify two/three quotations in each
source that answer the question. Make notes next to the
quotations. You need to make an inference so consider what the
writer is suggesting or what the writer wants the reader to think.
Begin writing your response. Write a paragraph about each source.
Write your quotation and then write your inference afterwards.
You don’t get any marks for comparing. Don’t waste time worrying
about this.









The question will ask you to analyse language used by the writer.
Read the question and identify what the writer wants you to focus
on (e.g. How does the writer use language to …) and from which
source.
Reread the source specified in the question. Focus on the
words/phrases and sentence structures used by the writer.
Highlight three/four pieces of language that answer the question.
Identify a language technique within each quotation (e.g.
metaphor, simile, adverb, verb, short sentence or complex
sentence).
Write your answer using the quotations you have selected.
Remember to discuss the effect of the language:
 What is the writer suggesting?
 What does the writer want the reader to think?









The question will ask you to compare how the writers use language
to convey their attitudes.
If necessary, skim read both sources.
At the top of each source, write down the writer’s attitude about
whatever is specified in the question; in other words, write down
what the writer thinks about what is stated in the question.
Then find a section of text in each source (a paragraph or two
paragraphs) that demonstrates their attitude. Draw a box around it.
Then find three quotations in each box. Identify a language
technique within each quotation (e.g. metaphor, simile, adverb,
verb, short sentence or complex sentence).
Write your response. Begin by copying the two sentences you wrote
at the top of each source. Then write a paragraph about Source A.
Remember to explain how the language used by the writer shows
their attitude. Then write a paragraph a quotation from Source B.
Then switch back to Source A. Then switch back to Source B.







This question is creative writing. You will be given a
statement in which you have to explain your point of
view.
You will also be asked to write in a particular format:
newspaper article, leaflet, essay, speech or a letter. The
following revision cards explain what you should include
for each format.
You should spend 10 minutes planning the arguments
that you will include in your work before you start
writing.

• the use of addresses
• a date
• a formal mode of address if required e.g. Dear
Sir/Madam or a named recipient
• an appropriate mode of signing off: Yours
sincerely/faithfully.

• a clear and interesting title
• organisational devices such as inventive subheadings
or boxes
• bullet points
• effectively/fluently sequenced paragraphs.

•
•
•
•

a clear and interesting title
a strapline/subheadings
an introductory (overview) paragraph
effectively/fluently sequenced paragraphs.

• a clear address to an audience
• effective/fluently linked sections to indicate sequence
• rhetorical indicators that an audience is being
addressed throughout
• a clear sign off e.g. ‘Thank you for listening’.

• an effective introduction and convincing conclusion
• effectively/fluently linked paragraphs to sequence a
range of ideas.

